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Aphorism Modern Translation 

Love your neighbor; yet don’t pull down 
your hedge. 

Maintain a practical & consistent sleeping 
schedule so you can live long & well. 

Necessity never made a good bargain. Watch what you say because you can’t take 
back your words. 

Drive thy business; let it not drive thee. Humans take credit for God’s work. 

Love your neighbor; yet don’t pull down 
your hedge. 

One bad person ruins the whole group. 

Necessity never made a good bargain. One small problem unattended produces a 
huge future problem. 

If you would know the value of money, try 
to borrow some. 

Borrowing money reveals it value. 

Three may keep a secret if two of them are 
dead. 

Don’t share private information; humans 
can’t keep things to themselves. 

God helps them that help themselves. Divine intervention follows human action. 

If your head is wax, don’t walk in the sun. 
Use common sense and avoid needless 

pain. 

He that lives upon hope will die fasting. 
To succeed, base decisions on reality, not 

on dreams. 

Keep thy shop and thy shop will keep thee. 
Take care of your business and your 

business will support you. 

Fish and visitors stink in three days. Don’t overstay your welcome. 

Love your neighbor; yet don’t pull down 
your hedge. 

Be kind, but have healthy boundaries in 
your relationships. 

Necessity never made a good bargain. Urgent need is not a good state from which 
to make a deal. 

Drive thy business; let it not drive thee. Work hard but don’t let work become your 
idol. 



Ben Franklin Aphorisms 

Love your neighbor; 
yet don’t pull down 

your hedge. 

If you would know 
the value of money, 
try to borrow some. 

Keep thy shop and 
thy shop will keep 

thee. 

Necessity never 
made a good 

bargain. 

Three may keep a 
secret if two of 
them are dead. 

Fish and visitors 
stink in three days. 

Drive thy business; 
let it not drive thee. 

God helps them 
that help 

themselves. 

Love your neighbor; 
yet don’t pull down 

your hedge. 

Love your neighbor; 
yet don’t pull down 

your hedge. 

If your head is wax, 
don’t walk in the 

sun. 

Necessity never 
made a good 

bargain. 

Necessity never 
made a good 

bargain. 

He that lives upon 
hope will die 

fasting. 

Drive thy business; 
let it not drive thee. 

 

 



Modern Translations 

Maintain a 
practical & 

consistent sleeping 
schedule so you 

can live long & well. 

Take care of your 
business and your 

business will 
support you. 

One small problem 
unattended 

produces a huge 
future problem. 

Watch what you 
say because you 
can’t take back 

your words. 

Don’t overstay your 
welcome. 

Borrowing money 
reveals it value. 

Humans take credit 
for God’s work. 

Be kind, but have 
healthy boundaries 

in your 
relationships. 

Don’t share private 
information; 

humans can’t keep 
things to 

themselves. 

One bad person 
ruins the whole 

group. 

Urgent need is not 
a good state from 
which to make a 

deal. 

Divine intervention 
follows human 

action. 

One small problem 
unattended 

produces a huge 
future problem. 

Work hard but 
don’t let work 

become your idol. 

Use common 
sense and avoid 
needless pain. 

 

 


