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1. GOD -Is there a center of power, and if so, what is it like?

Christian Yes, there is a monotheistic center of power. The narrator or the characters refer directly

Theism to God or Christ; or, they refer to a God-like or Christ-like representation (such as Aslanin
The Chronicles of Narnia) whose care for the other characters is personal.
Atheism No, there is no center of power (or there is one, but it is discredited or made fun of). The

characters find solutions to their own problems (atheism) by:

a. Lookinginside of themselves - the strength/power/wisdom they needed was
there all along. (humanism)
Creating a perfect society. (Marxism)
Creating meaning outside of themselves by making the world a better place.
(Existentialism)

d. Nothing, there is no meaning in anything. (nihilism)

Pantheism Yes, but god is a mysterious, unknowable, impersonal life force that encompasses all
things.

Polytheism Yes, the characters are subordinate to a god who is one among many. The god

manipulates the protagonist for his or her own self-interest and not because of concern for
the protagonist.

2. ORIGINS - How did the world originate?

Christian A sovereign creator is assumed or emphasized.
Theism

Atheism A “big bang” origin or “billions of years of evolution” is mentioned or inferred.

Pantheism Interconnectedness of all things is emphasized; a literal creation event, if mentioned, is
discredited as an illusion.

Polytheism An “origins legend” involving a chief of gods may or may not be included in the plot.
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3. HUMANS - What are they? What is their nature (good or evil)?

Christian The characters are under the authority of a higher power who cares about them personally.

Theism They are born with a sinful nature and seek reconciliation with God or reject it.

Atheism It is assumed that the characters, like all of humanity, are merely highly evolved animals
that happened by chance (All atheistic views). Neither “good” nor “evil” can be attributed
to the actions of an animal, so “good” is defined as whatever is best for the promotion of
the human race (humanism), or, whatever the protagonists needs to do in order to achieve
his or her goal.

Pantheism The characters are seen as parts of an interconnected whole — nothing higher, nothing
lower than any other material thing. Good and evil are necessary parts of every harmonious
existence, and therefore, every being must contain in itself a balance of both. “Evil” is an
“imbalance” in the universal force.

Polytheism The characters are at the mercy of impersonal or self-interested forces. Itis “good” to

obey the gods and “evil” to disobey them.

4. AFTERLIFE - Where do we go when we die?

Christian The characters assume that redeemed people will spend eternity enjoying God while those

Theism who reject him will not. (Christian Theism) Or, the characters believe that they will achieve
heaven if they earn it by their own good works on earth.

Atheism The characters feel there is nothing after death.

Pantheism The characters feel they will become one with the universe after this life or reincarnate to a
different kind of life form.

Polytheism The characters feel that their station in the afterlife depends on how well they obeyed the

gods in this life.

5. REALITY - How do we know that we know?

Christian 1. The characters know because they are intelligently created to know.

Theism

Atheism - 2. The characters believe that the world we interact with is a creation of our own minds,
particularly because there is nothing higher than our own minds. “l think therefore |l am.”

existentialism

Pantheism 1. The characters believe the material world is not as real as the spiritual world; all that
matters is the universe and joining with it in spirit.
Polytheism 1. The characters believe that they are a bi-product of the interaction of the gods.

©Aimee Line. Allrights reserved. aimeeline.com



6. MORALITY - How do we know what is good and what is bad?

Christian
Theism

(and all other
monotheisms)

Scripturally moral behavior reaps reward while Scripturally immoral behavior reaps
punishment or death.

Atheism The characters decide what is good and what is bad based on the situation. Doing a wrong
thing for a “right” reason is applauded.

Pantheism  The characters feel that “right” is whatever balances the “force”, and “wrong” is whatever
“imbalances” it.

Polytheism The characters define “right” as what pleases the gods, and “wrong” as whatever

displeases them.

7. HISTORY - What is the meaning of it?

All Intelligently planned events through time will culminate in a just and glorious end.

Monotheisms

Atheism History is merely the playing-out of the universe’s accidental biological and chemical
reactions (all atheistic views). History is defined by whatever stories people decide to
believe; in other words, there is no historical reality (existentialism particularly).

Pantheism The universe will absorb all illusions of time and history until all matter is united.

Polytheism History is a string of events created by the actions of the gods as they subject humans to

their dramas.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS for Analytical Thinkers:

When deciding that a media source is monotheistic in its worldview, how can |
determine if it reflects Christian theism as opposed to Islamic theism, Judiac
theism, or Deistic theism?

Sometimes you can’t, but here are some additional questions that might help:

1. Does the plotinclude a character who sacrifices his or her life for other characters? This may be a
“Christ-type”, or a symbol for Christ in the story such as Aslan in the The Chronicles of Narnia.

(C.S. Lewis was not saying that Christ is a literal lion, but rather using the character to showcase
the sacrifice that Christ made in real life.) The sacrifice of a morally good character to redeem
other characters likely showcasing a Christian theistic plot.

2. Doesthe main character have to do some kind of work to prove that he or she is worthy? This may
be a type of Christian theism that believes that Christ’s work must be paired with human works in
order for salvation to be achieved. Look for the protagonist’s character arc to depend upon his or
her ability to finally “get it right” or achieve a certain amount of good works in order to reach a
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resolution. This kind of plot would be considered Christian Theism, but from an Orthodox rather

than a reformed (scriptural) viewpoint.

] When determining if a media source is atheistic in its worldview, how can you |
decide if it is humanistic, Marxist, existentialist, or nihilist?

Sometimes you can’t, but here are some questions that might help:

1. Does the main character find out that he or she had the “answer” all along? Whatever was needed
to resolve the conflict was buried deep inside of the human heart. (humanism)

2. Does the narration reveal that socio-economic problems are solely to blame for the protagonist’s
problem, implying that if society could just invent the right formula, crime would disappear?
(Marxism)

3. Does the protagonist need to ignore the law or bend the rules in order to resolve the conflict? Is
this ignoring of laws or bending of rules made to seem unavoidable and praise-worthy by the
narration? (existentialism)

4. Doesthe plotfail to resolve in a pleasing way, or does it fail to resolve at all? If it fails to resolve, is
the protagonist’s state even more precarious than it was in the story’s exposition? (nihilism)
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