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Puritan Prayer to Modern Worship 
Side-by-Side Comparisons 

For use in secondary English classrooms and homeschools 
 
 
Suggested uses: 
 
The following side-by-side comparisons of the modern songs inspired by Puritan prayers 
make interesting subjects for classroom discussions and writing assignments. Consider 
the following prompts (answers will be subjective): 
 

1. Was the modern song writer able to bring the full meaning of the Puritan version into  
modern language, or were aspects of the Puritan version lost in translation? If yes, 
give examples. 

2. Which version makes the meaning of the words (apart from the music) clearest to 
you? 

3. Does listening to the modern music make the words more or less meaningful to 
you? Why do you think this is? 

4. Choose a poetic device such as  rhyme, rhythm, antithesis, imagery, or any other 
device you notice. Which version makes the best use of your chosen device? 
Include examples.  

 
Sources:  
 
The following sources are offered freely online by their respective business organizations. 
 
Valley of Vision: A Collection of Puritan Prayers and Devotions (Banner of Truth 
Publications) 
https://banneroftruth.org/us/devotional-series/the-valley-of-vision-devotional/ 
 
Valley of Vision: Songs for Worship Inspired by Puritan Prayers (Sovereign Grace Music) 
https://sovereigngracemusic.com/music/albums/valley-of-vision-2/ 
 
 
 
 

https://banneroftruth.org/us/devotional-series/the-valley-of-vision-devotional/
https://sovereigngracemusic.com/music/albums/valley-of-vision-2/
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Valley of Vision & In the Valley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Puritan 
Valley of Vision   
 

Lord high and holy, meek and lowly, 
Thou hast brought me to the valley of vision, 
where I live in the depths but see thee in the 
heights; 
hemmed in by mountains of sin I behold thy 
glory. 

Let me learn by paradox 
that the way down is the way up, 
that to be low is to be high, 
that the broken heart is the healed heart, 
that the contrite spirit is the rejoicing spirit, 
that the repenting soul is the victorious soul, 
that to have nothing is to possess all, 
that to bear the cross is to wear the crown, 
that to give is to receive, 
that the valley is the place of vision. 

Lord, in the daytime stars can be seen from the 
deepest wells, 
and the deeper the wells the brighter the stars 
shine; 

Let me find thy light in my darkness, 
thy life in my death, 
thy joy in my sorrow, 
thy grace in my sin, 
thy riches in my poverty, 
thy glory in my valley. 

 

 

 

 

 

Modern 

In the Valley 
 
Listen: 
https://sovereigngracemusic.com/music/
songs/in-the-valley/ 

 
VERSE 1 
When You lead me to the valley of vision 
I can see You in the heights 
And though my humbling wouldn’t be my 
decision 
It’s here Your glory shines so bright 
So let me learn that the cross precedes the 
crown 
To be low is to be high 
That the valley’s where You make me more 
like Christ 

CHORUS 
Let me find Your grace in the valley 
Let me find Your life in my death 
Let me find Your joy in my sorrow 
Your wealth in my need 
That You’re near with every breath 
In the valley 

VERSE 2 
In the daytime there are stars in the heavens 
But they only shine at night 
And the deeper that I go into darkness 
The more I see their radiant light 
So let me learn that my losses are my gain 
To be broken is to heal 
That the valley’s where Your power is revealed 



www.aimeeline.com 

Need of Jesus & I Come Running 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Puritan Prayer to Music 

Puritan 
Need of Jesus  
 
Lord Jesus, 
I am blind, be thou my light, 
    ignorant, be thou my wisdom, 
    self-willed, be thou my mind. 
Open my ear to grasp quickly thy Spirit’s voice, 
  and delightfully run after his beckoning hand; 
Melt my conscience that no hardness remain, 
  make it alive to evil’s slightest touch; 
When Satan approaches may I flee to thy wounds, 
  and there cease to tremble at all alarms. 
Be my good shepherd to lead me into 
    the green pastures of thy Word, 
  and cause me to lie down beside the rivers 
    of its comforts. 
Fill me with peace, that no disquieting worldly gales 
  may ruffle the calm surface of my soul. 
Thy cross was upraised to be my refuge, 
Thy blood streamed forth to wash me clean, 
Thy death occurred to give me a surety, 
Thy name is my property to save me, 
By thee all heaven is poured into my heart, 
  but it is too narrow to comprehend thy love. 
I was a stranger, an outcast, a slave, a rebel, 
  but thy cross has brought me near, 
    has softened my heart, 
    has made me thy Father’s child, 
    has admitted me to thy family, 
    has made me joint-heir with thyself. 
O that I may love thee as thou lovest me, 
  that I may walk worthy of thee, my Lord, 
  that I may reflect the image of heaven’s first-born. 
May I always see thy beauty with the clear eye 
    of faith, 
  and feel the power of thy Spirit in my heart, 
  for unless he move mightily in me 
  no inward fire will be kindled. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Modern 
I Come Running   
 
VERSE 1 
Jesus, I am blind, be my light 
Darkened in my mind, be my wisdom 
Bend my stubborn will to Your own 
Open up my ears to hear Your Spirit 
Melt my conscience once again 
Help me hate the slightest sin 
And when Satan comes to tempt me 
 
CHORUS 
I come running to You, when I fear, when I’m tried 
I come running to You, to Your blood, to Your side 
And there my soul finds rest 
There my soul finds rest in You 
 
VERSE 2 
Shepherd of my soul, lead me on 
To the pastures green in Your Scriptures 
Make me to lie down by waters still 
Fill me with Your peace in the tempest 
I take my refuge in Your cross 
By your sacrifice I’m washed 
And when Satan comes accusing 
 
VERSE 3 
Once I was Your foe, a slave to sin 
A stranger to Your love, a hopeless outcast 
But You have brought me near, I’m bought with 
blood 
Now I’m Your precious child, an heir with Jesus 
You pour heaven into my soul 
Your wondrous love, it overflows 
And I marvel how You love me 
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God’s Cause & Let Your Kingdom Come 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let Your Kingdom Come 
 
VERSE 1 
Your glorious cause, O God 
Engages our hearts 
May Jesus Christ be known 
Wherever we are 
We ask not for ourselves, but for Your renown 
The cross has saved us so we pray 
Your kingdom come 
 
CHORUS 
Let Your kingdom come 
Let Your will be done 
So that everyone might know Your Name 
Let Your song be heard everywhere on earth 
Till Your sovereign work on earth is done 
 
 
 
 
 

Puritan 
God’s Cause  
Sovereign God, 
Thy cause, not my own, engages my heart, 
      and I appeal to thee with greatest freedom 
  to set up thy kingdom in every place 
    where Satan reigns; 
Glorify thyself and I shall rejoice, 
  for to bring honour to thy name is my sole 
desire. 
I adore thee that thou art God, 
  and long that others should know it, feel it, 
    and rejoice in it. 
O that all men might love and praise thee, 
  that thou mightiest have all glory 
    from the intelligent world! 
Let sinners be brought to thee for thy dear 
name! 
To the eye of reason everything respecting 
    the conversion of others is as dark as 
midnight, 
But thou canst accomplish great things; 
  the cause is thine, 
  and it is to thy glory that men should be saved. 
Lord, use me as thou wilt, 
  do with me what thou wilt; 
    but, O, promote thy cause, 
  let thy kingdom come, 
  let thy blessed interest be advanced 
    in this world! 
O do thou bring in great numbers to Jesus! 
  let me see that glorious day, 
  and give me to grasp for multitudes of souls; 
  let me be willing to die to that end; 
  and while I live let me labour for thee 
    to the utmost of my strength, 
    spending time profitably in this work, 
    both in health and in weakness. 
It is thy cause and kingdom I long for, 
    not my own. 
O, answer thou my request! 

 

Modern 
Let Your Kingdom Come 
 
VERSE 1 
Your glorious cause, O God 
Engages our hearts 
May Jesus Christ be known 
Wherever we are 
We ask not for ourselves, but for Your 
renown 
The cross has saved us so we pray 
Your kingdom come 
 
CHORUS 
Let Your kingdom come 
Let Your will be done 
So that everyone might know Your Name 
Let Your song be heard everywhere on earth 
Till Your sovereign work on earth is done 
Let Your kingdom come 
 
VERSE 2 
Give us Your strength, O God 
And courage to speak 
Perform Your wondrous deeds 
Through those who are weak 
Lord use us as You want, whatever the test 
By grace we’ll preach Your gospel 
Till our dying breath 
 



www.aimeeline.com 

Regeneration & O Great God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Puritan 
Regeneration   
 
O God of highest heaven, 
Occupy the throne of my heart, 
      take full possession and reign supreme, 
  lay low every rebel lust, 
  let no vile passion resist thy holy war; 
  manifest thy mighty power, 
    and make me thine for ever. 
Thou art worthy to be 
  praised with my every breath, 
  loved with my every faculty of soul, 
  served with my every act of life. 
Thou hast loved me, espoused me, received me, 
  purchased, washed, favoured, clothed, 
    adorned me, 
  when I was worthless, vile, soiled, polluted. 
I was dead in iniquities, 
  having no eyes to see thee, 
  no ears to hear thee, 
  no taste to relish thy joys, 
  no intelligence to know thee; 
But thy Spirit has quickened me, 
  has brought me into a new world as a 
    new creature, 
  has given me spiritual perception, 
  has opened to me thy Word as light, guide, 
    solace, joy. 
Thy presence is to me a treasure of unending peace; 
No provocation can part me from thy sympathy, 
  for thou hast drawn me with cords of love, 
  and dost forgive me daily, hourly. 
O help me then to walk worthy of thy love, 
  of my hopes, and my vocation. 
Keep me, for I cannot keep myself; 
Protect me that no evil befall me; 
Let me lay aside every sin admired of many; 
Help me to walk by thy side, lean on thy arm, 
  hold converse with thee, 
That henceforth I may be salt of the earth 
  and a blessing to all. 
 

Modern 

O Great God 
 
VERSE 1 
O great God of highest heaven 
Occupy my lowly heart 
Own it all and reign supreme 
Conquer every rebel power 
Let no vice or sin remain 
That resists Your holy war 
You have loved and purchased me 
Make me Yours forevermore 
 
VERSE 2 
I was blinded by my sin 
Had no ears to hear Your voice 
Did not know Your love within 
Had no taste for heaven’s joys 
Then Your Spirit gave me life 
Opened up Your Word to me 
Through the gospel of Your Son 
Gave me endless hope and peace 
 
VERSE 3 
Help me now to live a life 
That’s dependent on Your grace 
Keep my heart and guard my soul 
From the evils that I face 
You are worthy to be praised 
With my every thought and deed 
O great God of highest heaven 
Glorify Your Name through me 
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The Trinity & Heavenly Father, Beautiful Son 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Puritan 
The Trinity   
Three in One, One in Three, God of my salvation, 
Heavenly Father, blessed Son, eternal Spirit, 
      I adore thee as one Being, one Essence, 
  one God in three distinct Persons, 
  for bringing sinners to thy knowledge and to 
    thy kingdom. 
O Father, thou hast loved me and sent Jesus to 
    redeem me; 
O Jesus, thou hast loved me and assumed my 
    nature, 
  shed thine own blood to wash away my sins, 
  wrought righteousness to cover my 
    unworthiness; 
O Holy Spirit, thou hast loved me and entered 
  my heart, implanted there eternal life, 
  revealed to me the glories of Jesus. 
Three Persons and one God, I bless and praise thee, 
  for love so unmerited, so unspeakable, 
  so wondrous, so mighty to save the lost 
  and raise them to glory. 
O Father, I thank thee that in fullness of grace 
  thou hast given me to Jesus, to be his sheep, 
    jewel, portion; 
O Jesus, I thank thee that in fullness of grace 
  thou hast accepted, espoused, bound me; 
O Holy Spirit, I thank thee that in fullness of 
  grace thou hast 
    exhibited Jesus as my salvation, 
    implanted faith within me, 
    subdued my stubborn heart, 
    made me one with him for ever. 
O Father, thou art enthroned to hear my prayers, 
O Jesus, thy hand is outstretched to take my 
    petitions, 
O Holy Spirit, thou art willing to help my 
  infirmities, to show me my need, 
  to supply words, to pray within me, 
  to strengthen me that I faint not in 
    supplication. 
O Triune God, who commandeth the universe, 
  thou hast commanded me to ask for those 
    things that concern thy kingdom and my soul. 
Let me live and pray as one baptized into the 
  threefold Name. 
 

Modern 
Heavenly Father, Beautiful Son 
 
VERSE 1 
Father, You loved me 
Sent Your Son to redeem 
Jesus, You washed me 
By Your blood I am clean 
Spirit, You’ve opened these blinded eyes 
And brought me to Christ 
 
CHORUS 
Heavenly Father, beautiful Son 
Spirit of light and truth 
Thank You for bringing sinners to come to You 
 
VERSE 2 
Father, You gave me 
To Jesus to keep 
And Jesus, You love me 
As a shepherd, his sheep 
Spirit, You’ve given me faith in the Son 
And made our hearts one 
 
VERSE 3 
Father, You’re waiting 
To hear my requests 
Jesus, Your loving 
Open hand is outstretched 
Spirit, You’re in me, You intercede 
And help in my need 
 


